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 Three Gorges Dam

" Thé Thiee Gorges Dam (simplified Chinese: KL=
Igz Ac30; traditional Chinese: I =& X#i; pinyin:
Chéngjiang Sanxia Daba) is a hydroelectric river dam

inyin: Yéngz) in Sandouping, Yichang, Hubel,

3 the largest hydroelectric power station in the
With a long history of planning and more than

constrﬁction, the dam body was finished in

e completion of the whole site, it

in generators, each with a capacity of

pt for a planned ship lift, all of the

d components of the project were

': tober 30, 2008, when the 26th

s brought into commercial operation. Six

il srators in the underground power plant

7 led, four of which became fully

| it 12011. The last two turbines in the

power plant are not expected to become

capacity of the dam reaches 22,500 MW.
roject produces clean electricity, prevents
floods downstream and enhances navigation;
of April 2009, the dam has generated 300 TWh of
electricity, covering 30% its project cost according to
Xinhua. The project management and the Chinese
state media regard the project as a historic engineering,
soc;ial, and economic success, a breakthrough in the
-design of large turbines, and a move towards reducing

greenhouse gas emissions.

Three Gorges Dam

Official name KT =K
Impounds Yangtze River
Locale Sandouping, Yichang, Hubei, China
Length 2,335 metres (7,661 ft)
Height 101 metres (331 f)
Width (at base) || 115 metres (377 ft)
Construction began Decembér 17, 1994
Estimated 180 billion 39
Construction Cost | 4 11ion U'S. dollars) S

Reservoir information

Creates Three Gorges Reservoir -
Capacity 39.3 km® (9.4 cu mi)

Catchment area || 1,000,000 km” (386,102 sq mi)

' However, the dam has also flooded archaeological

and cultural sites and displaced some 1.4 million

Surfacearea || 1,045 km® (403 sq mi) :
Geographical Data
oo Bt 30°49'48"N 111°0'36"E30.83°N
111.01°E
Maintained by China Three Gorges Dam Project

people, and is causing dramatic ecological changes, mcludmg increasing the risk of landslides. The decisj

build the dam has been deeply controversial in China and abroad.
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